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Legal Aid Society is a critical part of our social safety 
net.  Legal Aid staff can be found in nearly every 
courtroom and every corner of our community. 

With over 177,000 individuals living in poverty and 
qualifying for our services in our fifteen county service 
area, it has never been more important for Legal Aid 
Society to be visible and ready to serve. 

The first step to justice is access. If our clients can’t find 
us, we can’t help them.  That is why we have 
established strategic partnerships and created multiple 
points of access. From dedicated legal hotlines, like 
our Custody and Visitation Hotline, to clinics with
community partners like Goodwill Industries of 
Kentucky and the Shively VA, Legal Aid Society 
staff and our volunteers are the not-so-hidden 
heroes putting equal justice into action.



Long time Legal Aid attorney Ron Marstin  
(pictured here with his wife Ellen), retired in 2018 after 
twenty-seven years of service.  We dedicate the 2018 

Annual Report to the thousands of clients Mr. Marstin 
helped through out his career and the donors, 

volunteers, and partners who made his work possible.
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Welcome home, soldier.
For Richard Lewis, it had been fifty years since he 
served in Vietnam, but the war was not over.  
In 1968, Richard, along with the other members of the 82nd 
Airborne, was deployed to Vietnam in support of the US forces 
fighting in the Tet Offensive.  He served 120 days on the ground 
amidst some of the heaviest fighting of the war, receiving 
recommendation for awards and an on-the-spot promotion. 
Twenty-one years old and two years from his draft date, Richard was 
notified that he was going home.  Back at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, Richard barely looked at his DD Form 214 (his discharge 
papers) and failed to notice that the form did not accurately reflect 
his combat service.  At the time, all he wanted was to move forward 
with his life and leave the war behind him.  For the next fifty years, 
the errors on Richard’s DD 214 Form would impact his ability to 
access healthcare and other VA benefits. The error even isolated 
him from the comradery of veteran organizations.  Richard spent 
decades of his life reliving the war as he appealed to the VA for a 

correction. In 2018, Richard, a 
resident of Elizabethtown, KY, 
sought the help of Legal Aid’s 
Veterans Unit.  It took  Legal Aid 
attorney Roy Berwick one year of 
work and research, but finally 
Richard was issued a correction. 
“For all these years, I felt like I had 
been left behind,” said Richard.  

Richard, welcome home.

Photograph on the left is of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Lewis and Roy Berwick.  Background photograph is 
of Mr. Lewis in Vietnam and provided with permission.



Welcome home, soldier.

The Legal Services Corporation 
reports that 71% of households 
with Veterans or other military 

personnel have experienced a 
civil legal problem in the past 
year.  And, like Mr. Lewis, 13% 

report problems specific to 
Veterans and their service.

Legal Aid Society’s Veterans Program is generously supported by the 
Kentucky Bar Foundation,  Texas Roadhouse, V. V. Cooke Foundation, 

William E. Barth Foundation, and The Wood and Marie Hannah Foundation.
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Aid Society.  Those 
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FRIENDS OF JUSTICE
($2,500 to $4,999)

Kaplan Johnson 
    Abate & Bird LLP
Napier Gault  Schupbach &
    Stevens
Kendrick and Carmen Riggs
The Wood and Marie 
    Hannah Foundation
Thompson Miller & 
    Simpson, PLC

EXECUTIVES
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Duncan Galloway 
    Egan Greenwald, PLLC
Timothy and Leslie Hazlett
Carl Helmich
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The Hon. John and 
    Eugenia Potter
John and Nancy Reed
Stephen Reily and 
    Emily Bingham
Retired Judges & Associates 
    Mediation & Arbitration 
Deirdre and Stephen Seim
John Selent
Sheryl Snyder and 
    Jessica Loving
Straw-Boone Doheny Banks  
    Bowman & Mudd, PLLC
Tachau Meek, PLC

The Poppe Law Firm
V.V. Cooke Foundation
Yum! Brands, Inc.

SENIOR PARTNERS
($500 to $999)

Albrektson & Wakild
Anonymous
Anne Austin
Thomas Brite
Alan Bryant
Kenneth Burhans
Jeremiah and 
    Shannon Byrne
Ellen Call
John and Dana Catron
James and Anita Cauley
Craftworks Foundation
Craig Henry PLC
Charles Cronan
C. David Deep
Mandy Wilson Decker
Frank Doheny, Jr.
Linda Ewald
Marjorie Farris
Jill Force and 
    Patrick Mattingly
Sheldon and Nancy Gilman
John and Mary Greenebaum
Matthew and Lena Hamel
The Hon. Eric Haner
Martha and 
    Peter Hasselbacher
Hayden Grant PLLC
Bill Hollander and Lisa Keener
W. Bryan and Julie Hudson
John and Christine Johnson
John and Mary Keyer
Diane Laughlin 
Michael Leigh
J. Blaine Lewis
Mark Loyd
Philip McCauley
The Hon. Steve and 
    Anna Lee Mershon
Christie Moore and 
    Phillip Bressoud
Network for Good
Michael and Ellen O’Connell
Dulaney Lee O’Roark, Jr.
John and Neva Scott
Jeffrey and Rene Savarise

John Schlafer
SCN Ministry Fund
Shelton Law Group
Louise Shouse
Sparks White Family Law
Edward Stopher
David Tachau and 
    Susannah Woodcock
John and Phyllis Tate
T. Morgan Ward
Don and Mary Wells

PARTNERS
($200 to $499)

Adams Law Group
Beth Anderson
Jennifer Barbour
Jay Baribeau
Rania Basha
Randy Bayers
David Beckman
Jeffrey Been and 
    Eric Graninger
Thomas Birchfield
Aline Blizard
Jane Broadwater Long
Lynn Bronson
Betty Brown
Stephanie Bruns
Theresa Brunsman and 
     Tim Schaller
David B. Buechler
Gregory Burns
Michael and Marilyn Byrne
H. Alexander Campbell
J. Larry Cashen and 
     Susan Turner
Paul Casi II
Steven Clark
The Hon. Sheila Collins
Jack Combs Jr.
Robert Connolly
Lisa Ann Conrad
The Hon. Frederic and 
    Linda Cowan
John and Elaine Crockett
Mark and Kate Davis
Charles and Joanne Dobbins
Laurel and Patrick Doheny
Amanda Dohn

Click here to give to Legal Aid!
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J. Ben Cress
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The Hon. Eleanore Garber
Kathryn Garvey
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Mark Robinson
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Nelson Rodes
Jeffrey Rodgers and 
    Ed Kruger
Beth Rodway
Vanessa Rogers
John and Jean Rosenberg
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John Sistarenik and 
    Andy Perry
Brooken Smith
Mark Smith
Stephanie Smith
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Marshall P. Eldred 
Award for 
Excellence
The Marshall P. Eldred 
Award for Excellence was 
established by the late Hon. 
Boyce F. Martin to honor his 
long-time friend Marshall 
Eldred.  The award is 
given annually to a Legal 
Aid Society attorney who 
has demonstrated 
excellence in advocacy.

The 2018 award was 
given to Gwendolyn 
Horton, a staff attorney in 
the Housing and 
Government Benefits Unit. 

The following donors make 
this award possible.
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FRIENDS
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Diane Seaman
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Please contact Julia Leist 
(jleist@laslou.org) for any listing 
corrections or omissions.



As our community continues to struggle with the impact of the opiod 
epidemic, grandparents and caregivers are stepping up to protect the 
silent victims - their grandchildren.
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As our community continues to struggle with the impact of the opiod 
epidemic, grandparents and caregivers are stepping up to protect the 
silent victims - their grandchildren.
	

Delores sought the help of the Legal Aid Society hoping to gain 
full custody of her granddaughter.  Delores’ granddaughter 
had been through a lot; her mother suffered from 
substance abuse and was not able to care for her 
the way she needed.  Delores had been awarded temporary 
custody, but when Delores’ daughter failed to 
comply with a treatment and reunification plan, Legal Aid 
Society was able to petition the court for permanent custody.  
Delores’ granddaughter is now living full-time with Delores and 
once again has the full, loving attention of an adult.  Delores is 
hoping to start the adoption process soon to create even more 
stability for her granddaughter.

Legal Aid Society’s Statewide Custody and Visitation Hotline 
can be accessed by calling 844-673-3470.  The Hotline is free to 

all who are income-eligible and is generously supported by 
the Cabinet for Health and Family Services. 

Across the country, more than 2.5 million 
grandparents are raising their grandchildren. The 
good news is research shows that children raised by 
their grandparents can thrive.  Compared to children 
in foster care with non-relatives, children raised by 
a caring relative have fewer behavioral problems, 
better mental health, and more successful long-term 
outcomes.

One in five grandparents raising grandchildren lives 
below the poverty line. Legal Aid Society is ensuring 
that these grandparents have the legal guardianship 
and rights they need so their grandchildren can 
access medical care, education, and other resources 
to ensure they thrive.

Grandparents  ra is ing grandchi ldren



Edward S. Bonnie Endowment Fund
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    Center
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Elizabeth Dabney Brown
Dr. Gregory B. Brown
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Community Foundation of 
    Louisville Inc.
Samuel L. and Barrie Conner
Bill Cooke
Jill H. Cooper
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The Edward S. Bonnie Endowment Fund was established in 2011 by 
Edward S. (Ned) and Cornelia (Nina) Bonnie as a resource for annual 
unrestricted funding to ensure our neighbors living in poverty always have 
access to civil legal aid.  

In 2018, Mr. Bonnie passed away at age 88.  His legacy to Legal Aid 
Society lives on through his wife, Cornelia, and through the Bonnie 
Endowment.  

The fund is held at the Community Foundation of Louisville and is currently 
valued at over $700,000.  By 2021, Legal Aid Society’s Centennial 
Anniversary, our goal is to increase the endowment fund to $1 million.  To 
make a contribution to the fund, mail gifts to the Community 
Foundation of Louisville, 325 W. Main Street, Suite 1110, Louisville, KY 40202.

Thank you to our Edward S. Bonnie Endowment Fund donors.
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Bahe Cooke Cantley & Nefzger; 
Bowels & Byers:  Family Law Mediation; 

Craig Henry; and Hazlett Corporate Counsel, PLLC

The Fifteenth Annual
Brush, Bottle, & Barrel of the Bluegrass
The Fifteenth Annual Brush, Bottle, & Barrel of 
the Bluegrass was held on April 28, 2018, at 
the corporate campus of Atria Senior Living.  
Stephen Reily received the Fourth Annual 
Brown-Forman Spirit of Justice Award for his 
work with the Louisville Urban League, Legal 
Aid Society, and the creation of the Reily 
Reentry Project.  Chef Chad Welch of Atria 
Hospitality provided delicious hors d’oeuvres 
and purveyors of Kentucky wines, bourbons 
and beers provided tastings of their prod-
ucts. 

Over $55,000 was raised to support the 
mission of the Legal Aid Society. 

S I G N A T U R E  S P O N S O R

G O L D  S P O N S O R S

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R S

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R S

LOUISVILLE METRO
COUNCIL

Emily Bingham and Stephen Reily; Fifth Third Bank; 
Jackson Technologies; Kaufman & Stigger, PLLC; 

MCM CPAs & Advisors; Mulloy & Karem; 
Norton Healthcare; Kathleen Pellegrino; Texas Roadhouse; 

Thompson Miller & Simpson PLC; and Yum! Brands, Inc.

A R T I S T  S P O N S O R S



Legal Aid Society Staff
Neva-Marie Polley Scott, Executive Director
Management Team
Meagen Peden Agnew, Chief Operating Officer
Andrea Doyle, Executive Assistant
Meredith Greenwell, Associate Director of Development
Kelly Krucki, Chief Financial Officer
Julia M. Leist, Director of Development and Communications
Stewart S. Pope, Advocacy Director
Tracey Leo Taylor, Managing Attorney of Volunteer Services 
	 and Community Engagement
John Young, Managing Attorney of Intake

Community Development Unit
Eileen Ordover, Senior Attorney
Lisa Kilkelly, Staff Attorney

Economic Stability Unit
Laura Hogue, Paralegal
Cassie Kennedy, Staff Attorney
Nick Maraman, Senior Attorney
Melissa Weinstein, Staff Attorney
Jane Connell Young, Staff Attorney

Family Law Unit and
Simone Beach, Staff Attorney
Grace Chambers, Staff Attorney
Jennifer Frederick, Senior Attorney
Lori Goodwin, Staff Attorney
Alicia LeCroy, Staff Attorney
Josh Sanders, Paralegal
Ashley Vance, Paralegal

Intake and Limited Services
Jonathan Braden, Paralegal
Beverly DuVall, Paralegal
Ashley Gray-Ziba, Staff Attorney
Ashkan Rezai, Paralegal

Health and Vulnerable Populations Unit
Aaron Markert, Paralegal, Doctors & Lawyers for Kids
Megan Metcalf, Legal Director, Doctors & Lawyers for Kids
Jeff Staton, Senior Attorney
Liz Tate, Paralegal
Ben Taylor, Staff Attorney Doctors & Lawyers for Kids

Housing and Government Benefits Unit
Laura Brent, Staff Attorney
Jeff Brown, Senior Attorney
Leslie Clemons, Staff Attorney
Gwendolyn Horton, Staff Attorney
Kristi Miller, Paralegal
Colt Sells, Staff Attorney

Personal Safety Unit
Brenda Bacon, Paralegal
Tony Bergamini, Staff Attorney
Beth Robinson-Kinney, Senior Attorney

Support Staff
Sharon Rufus, Receptionist
Summer Payne, Court Runner

Veterans Unit
Roy Berwick, Staff Attorney
Lavontinae Watts, Paralegal
Stephanie Willis, Senior Attorney

Volunteer Lawyer Unit
Aaron Markert, Paralegal
Jenn Perkins, Staff Attorney
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