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The mission of the Legal Aid 
Society is to pursue justice 
for people in poverty.  
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Justice William E. McAnulty, Jr.
October 9, 1947 - August 23, 2007

Justice Bill McAnulty 
was a gifted jurist, a 
man of wit and grace, 
and a dear friend of 
the Legal Aid Society.  
He will be remem-
bered and missed 
for the many ways 
in which he used his 
talents and his posi-
tion of respect to help 
those less fortunate.   

Justice McAnulty un-
derstood well the 
struggles of those who lacked �nancial 
wealth, who faced discrimination, or 
who needed a strong advocate to lift 
a voice that would not otherwise be 
heard.  Those who had their pleas heard 
in his courtroom were treated with re-
spect, regardless of their economic sta-
tus.  His appellate opinions were sen-
sitive to whether the law, as applied, 
would bring just results.  

Justice McAnulty�s support of the Legal 
Aid Society spans three decades of ser-
vice to the Louisville community.  His 
advocacy on our behalf helped in criti-
cal ways.   At the dedication for Legal 
Aid Society�s new of�ce last December, 
Justice McAnulty noted with pride that 
the Kentucky Supreme Court had voted 
to double funding to the Legal Aid So-

ciety from the Interest 
On Lawyers� Trust Ac-
counts (IOLTA) fund. 
This additional fund-
ing allowed Legal Aid 
to establish an IOLTA 
Fellows Program and 
to add staff to serve the 
emerging legal needs 
of the community.  As 
the liaison between 
the Kentucky Supreme 
Court and the IOLTA 
Board of Trustees, 
Justice McAnulty was 

a vigorous advocate for these funds to 
help the poor who otherwise would not 
be able to access the courts. 

In 1991, when he chaired the Metro 
United Way campaign, then Judge 
McAnulty advocated for funds to estab-
lish a program for civil legal services for 
those living with HIV disease.  Due to 
his efforts, the HIV/AIDS Legal Project 
of the Legal Aid Society was founded 
in 1992 with funds from Metro Unit-
ed Way.   The Legal Project has since 
helped over 2,700 individuals and cel-
ebrates its 15th anniversary this fall. 

Justice McAnulty leaves many legacies.  
His legacy at the Legal Aid Society is 
that of a man devoted to the pursuit of 
justice -- and a dear friend.
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Pursuing Justice:  Legal Aid attorney Jeff Brown recently won a judgement against an Elizabethtown landlord who illegally attempted 
to evict a young mother and her two young boys.  A six-person jury ruled against the landlord and allowed the family to stay in their home.
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Ellen B. Ewing Fellow Steers Victims to Safety

The Power of Pro Bono
Retired Attorney from Stites & Harbison Helps Legal Aid Clients

The Legal Aid Society serves 15 Kentucky 
counties where more than 150,000 indi-
viduals are living in poverty.  Each year, 
Legal Aid helps 4,000 of these individuals 
with civil legal problems affecting their ba-
sic human needs.  However, due to limited 
resources, for every client helped, Legal 
Aid must turn away another eligible client 
seeking help.  

The Volunteer Lawyer Program (VLP) at the 
Legal Aid Society helps to meet that �jus-
tice gap� by matching eligible clients with 
volunteer attorneys in the community will-
ing to provide pro bono services.  Recent 
innovations in service methods and the 
opportunities provided by the new of�ce 
space at Legal Aid have made it possible 
for more volunteer involvement and ser-
vice.

Pat Moran is a powerful example of how 
pro bono service can make a difference 
in the lives of our clients.  Pat retired from 
Stites & Harbison this spring and committed 
to help clients at Legal Aid three days per 
week.  Pat�s practice at Stites & Harbison 
concentrated on environmental law; how-
ever, at Legal Aid he �nds himself working 
on consumer, divorce, and housing cases.  

He made the transition to these new areas 
of practice quickly with the help of staff at-
torneys at Legal Aid who welcomed Pat�s 
volunteerism.

Pat�s skills in negotiation proved effective 
in helping one client who faced eviction.  
�Claire� and her child faced eviction from 
their apartment and was threatened with a 
$2,000 claim for damages. She came to Le-
gal Aid fearful she would be evicted from 
the place where she had lived for several 
years.  Pat negotiated a settlement which 
allowed Claire to stay in the apartment and 
pay only a small fraction of the landlord�s 
demand for damages. 

Pat�s story is just one example of how vol-
unteer lawyers can help.   Lawyers can also 
volunteer to:

�Help a client who has been screened for 
eligibility.  Clients are matched with vol-
unteers based on the volunteer�s area of 
practice or interest.  

�Help clients at a clinic.  These are con-
ducted at Legal Aid or in the community 
and serve multiple clients on similar issues 
on the same day.  This is usually used for 
wills, pro se divorces, small claims proce-
dures, and informational sessions on bank-
ruptcies and foreclosures.  

�Advice on a Helpline.  Many of Legal 
Aid�s clients may need help with answers 
to simple questions or directions on how 
they can proceed on their own in simple 
matters. Legal Aid can prescreen these cli-
ents for a volunteer to call on a designated 
day and time to offer this limited service.  
Volunteers can do this from their own of-
�ce or at Legal Aid�s of�ce. 

If you are interested in volunteering, con-
tact Leslie Clemons, Managing Attorney of 
the VLP, at lclemons@laslou.org or 614-
3137. 

Pat Moran at home in his new of�ce.  
He is enjoying his �retirement� at Legal Aid.

Marque Carey, a student at Brandeis School 
of Law, was selected as the �rst Ellen B. 
Ewing Fellow and worked this summer at 
Legal Aid to help victims of domestic vio-
lence escape abuse and begin the process 
of rebuilding their lives. 

Marque worked in the Family Advocacy 
Program and helped victims secure protec-
tive orders and obtain divorces.  Marque 
re�ected on his experience, �I have been 
impressed by the great comfort Legal Aid is 
able to offer its clients. There is an amazing 
warmth and compassionate spirit in those 
who work at Legal Aid.  Legal Aid provides 

not only skilled advocacy on behalf of its 
clients, but it also offers hope in times of 
despair, stability in times of chaos, and en-
lightenment in times of confusion.�

The Ellen B. Ewing Foundation was es-
tablished at the University of Louisville 
to honor Ellen Ewing who was the �rst 
woman to sit on Kentucky�s former juve-
nile court bench.  The foundation honors 
Judge Ewing�s long service to the commu-
nity by funding a law student summer fel-
lowship with an organization that helps in 
the areas of family law, domestic violence, 
spouse abuse, or HIV/AIDS.  

Lawlapalooza, a competition among 
local bands that have at least one at-
torney or law student member, is an 
annual event that raises money for 
the Ellen B. Ewing Foundation.  This 
year the event will be held Thursday, 
September 20th, at Phoenix Hill Tav-
ern. Visit www.law.louisville.edu/lawla-
palooza for more information. 




